PREFACE. 

The Council having, with the aid of the Publishing Com¬ 
mittee, at last succeeded in carrying the present volume 
through the press, regret the delay in its production, and are 
fully aware of its other shortcomings. Their apology is, that 
part of the papers only came into their possession during the 
early months of the present year, and that the remainder, 
having escaped notice among the multifarious records of the 
Society during their late transference, have but quite recently 
come to hand. This has, in some instances, interfered with 
the chronological sequence of the papers ; which would, had 
circumstances permitted, have been printed in the order in 
which they were read. 

The Council wish to call the attention of the Society to the 
fact that they especially desire to encourage original investi¬ 
gations. 

Many papers that are extremely valuable for purposes of 
debate, and highly interesting to those present at the evening 
meetings, are not entirely suited for publication in the 
Transactions, which should contain such papers only as are 
desirable for future reference. 
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PREFACE. 


It is requested that papers intended for reading at the 
monthly meetings be sent to the Hon. Secretary at least one 
month previously to the date at which they are proposed 
to be read, in order that they may be submitted to the 
Council or referees appointed by them. This will greatly 
facilitate the work of the Publishing Committee. 

The appended Roll of Fellows (with addresses) is believed 
to be correct; but if any error be discovered, early intimation 
to the Hon. Secretary will oblige. 

For the laborious and too often unappreciated task of pre¬ 
paring an Index, the Society is indebted to Mr. J. H. Chap¬ 
man, M.A., F.S.A., &c. 


London, May 5, 1881. 



